
From Gaylene Brownlie 
 

Kia ora Koutou 
 
Welcome back to Kindergarten everyone.  It is hard to believe that we are approaching Christmas 
already.  Where has this year gone??? Lets hope we get there without any more interruptions and 
can enjoy our summer as normal. 
 
We have several new families joining our Kindergarten Community this term.  If you see a new face 
please introduce yourself and make them feel welcome.  
 
After such a tricky year, this term the teachers will be focusing on supporting the children’s social 
and emotional competence.  
Our strategies include: 
 supporting children to understand, express and regulate their emotions.  
 helping children build resilience and a sense of self worth 
 providing positive guidance during heightened emotions.   
 fostering peer friendships and interactions 
 supporting children to care for and empathise with others 
 helping children support others in their learning 
 helping children solve social problems during peer conflict   
 These skills will enable the children to relate to others in ways that enrich and extend their 

learning. 
 Social competence supports learning dispositions such as resilience, perseverance and 

showing empathy for others. 
 Having the skills to solve their own conflicts and problems leads to children having 

heightened self esteem and feeling empowered. 
 
A few reminders: 
 don’t forget to pack a drink bottle filled with water only, a sunhat and spare clothes in case 

your child gets wet  
 send your child in suitable walking shoes as we hope to walk to Cornwall Park this term       
 keep your child home if they are unwell as we have zero tolerance for illness  
 
I’m sure this term will fly by and it will be Christmas before we know it! 
 
Ka whāngaia, ka tupu, ka puāwai.   
That what is nurtured blossoms and grows. 
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PANUI 

We celebrate 50 years in the 
community next February and 
we will be celebrating in a 
number of ways. 
 
We will keep you informed on  
promotions and events. 



Important Information 
 
LETTER OF THE WEEK -  
We will resume this in Week 2, 19th October, with the letter Rr and finish at the end of week 7, 27th  
November, with a combination of the letters W, X, Y & Z  
This is a four-year-old activity on Monday, Wednesday and Friday only. We would like to encourage each child 
to draw a picture of something beginning with the letter of the week.  Your child needs to name their picture, 
write the letter of the week, put it on the alphabet table at the beginning of the session and share it with their 
peers during mat time.  This encourages literacy skills, fine motor control and the confidence to stand up in 
front of their peers.   
 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
The teachers are busy preparing for our Christmas celebrations.  There will be two Christmas parties which 
involves the children having a shared morning tea or lunch.  These are for the Kindergarten children only and 
will be during session time on Wednesday 9th and Thursday 10th December.  If your child does not attend a 
Wednesday or Thursday session, they are welcome to attend one of the parties.  Please speak with Ms 
Brownlie about this. Also we are hoping to have our Christmas concert in the Church on Wednesday 2nd  
December so pencil this in your diary and let your extended family members know. (However this is  
dependent on Covid so if we change levels we will have to cancel it.) This is an exciting event for everyone, 
especially because Santa pays us a visit!  All the Kindergarten children attend this if they are able.  They will 
perform some songs and a Christmas play for you and is something not to be missed! 
More details about the parties and concert will follow closer to the time in a separate email and details will be 
on the noticeboard. 
 
TEA TOWEL 
Our annual tea towel is at the printers.  All the Kindergarten children who were attending up until the end of 
Term 3, and the teachers, have drawn a picture of themselves which will be printed onto the tea towel. It is a 
great memento or Christmas gift for friends and family. They are good quality tea towels too!  Order forms will 
be sent out soon.  Thank you to our local Greenwoods Corner businesses, Molly Blooms, The General Epsom 
and Exile Hair Design who sponsored our tea towel costs this year.  Please support these local businesses. 
 
FRENCH LESSONS WITH ALEX 
We are so thrilled to welcome Alex Sepschat to Kindergarten. Alex is Lucille’s Dad. He will be taking over 
from Sandrine who is no longer able to help due to work commitments. But how lucky we are to welcome 
Alex on board! Each Friday Alex will take a short French lesson with our Friday Big Peoples group. 
 
COMMITTEE 2021 
If you are interested in joining our Committee for 2021 please let Gaylene Brownlie know.  There are a variety 
of roles available, big or small.  As a Community Kindergarten, our Committee is an integral part of our  
structure. The new Committee will be elected at our AGM in February.  If you would like more information 
please just ask.  It is a great way to meet new people and get involved in the Kindergarten.  
 
GRANT SUCCESS 
We have had another successful year with our Grant applications.  Thank you Rebecca Moyle for this!   
Recently our application was successful for installing some new storage cupboards and shelving.  This will be 
done over the next month or so. Fantastic! 
 
SUNHATS 
Now that the weather is warming up, our sun safety policy takes effect.  This means all children need to bring 
a hat each day.  We shade our outdoor area as best as possible  with umbrellas and shade sails, which will be 
installed over the next couple of weeks. Please remind your children to bring a hat each day. We believe they 
need to take responsibility for this as it sets up good habits for the future.  After a couple of weeks - No hat no 
outside play. 
 
ENTRY/EXIT SAFETY 
We would like to stress the importance of taking care when you enter and exit the Kindergarten through our 
blue door.  Please ensure no children follow you out the door when you leave.  We will be stressing the  
importance of the children holding an adults hand when they leave as it is straight out into our carpark. We 
would appreciate your support with this, thank you. 
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French lessons for our Big People 
Group on Fridays 

Some snip-its from Term 3 

Super Sports were back 

Great participation in our letter of the week 

Fun times, friendships  
and creativity 

Living Eggs was fun 

Alexander and Victoria brought in their pet lambs... 

                       … and then we made some 



Term 4 2020—Pg 4 

Important Dates 
 
TERM DATES for 2020     TERM DATES for 2021 
 Term 4       Mon 12 Oct—Fri 18 Dec   Term 1  Tue 2 Feb – Fri 16 Apr  
         Term 2 Mon 3 May—Fri 9 Jul  
        Term 3  Mon 26 Jul—Fri 1 Oct 
        Term 4 Mon 18 Oct—Fri 17 Dec 

 Upcoming Events 
 
 Labour Day     Monday 26 October 
 Children’s Xmas Parties   Wednesday 9 December & Thursday 10 December 
 Annual Christmas Concert  Wednesday 2nd December in the Church 
 (Date still to be confirmed by the church and dependent on being in level 1) 
 
 
 

Child’s Voice 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 Rose Montague, Samuel Erickson,  
 Milla Zoricich, Amaya Hemachandra,  
 Jasper Merlino, Ted Minogue-Morley,  
 Albie Gillies & Rocky Alchin. 
 

 
We wish these children all the best for their next step in their life journey.  We know they  will do 
very well at school.  Please see Ms Brownlie if you would like to have a parent discussion prior to 
your child leaving. 

 

 

“Jacinda tells people what’s happening.  Jacinda is the Prime Minister of 
New Zealand.  Donald Trump is the boss of the whole world.  Jacinda is 
the boss of my Uncle.  My Uncle actually met her a long time ago.  I 
checked on my Uncles iPad and there was photos of him and Jacinda.  My 
Uncle works and makes money.  He has $20,000 dollars!  Mum watches 
Jacinda on TV because it is important.  When I am in the car I see her 
signs around with her face on it”.  

One of our Teachers observed a child create a really cool painting and was interested to know what it was 
about.  It turns out his Mum was watching Jacinda on TV and this is what he told her: 

How wonderful that he is interested in the world around him and making sense of how everything works.  



 

Staff/Kaiako 
 
Your full time teachers are Gaylene Brownlie and Kirsty Fergus both working Monday to Friday. 
 
Zara Anderson  Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri.,  
Susan Piaggi  Tues,Wed,Thr,Fri 
Tania Wickens  Mon, Wed, Thur & Fri.  
Kara McNeil  Tues, Wed & Thur. 
Penny Gray   Monday 
 
 
 
 
 
There are five teachers working each day in order to maintain our ratio of at least 1 adult to 8 children. 
 
Gaylene is available in the office on Wednesdays if you would like to make an appointment to  
discuss a specific issue or to find out how your child is progressing.  
 
Karen Day is in the office Monday to Friday.  If you do not catch her then, please email her on  
gardner.rd.kindy@xtra.co.nz and she will respond as soon as she is able. 
 
Please feel free to talk to the staff at any time about any issues or concerns you may have or if you need  
information about anything, no matter how large or small.  We are here to help you and really value your 
feedback.  
 
FEES AND FUNDING RATES 
 
Our funding rate from the Ministry of Education is $12.09 per child per hour and $7.09 for non 20 hours  
children respectively. 
Our session charges are: 
$18.60 per session for 20 ECE or part thereof @ $3.10 per hour 
$47.94 per session for non 20 ECE or part thereof @ $8.10 per hour 
 
We welcome paying your term fees in instalments during the term and we prefer payment by the internet 
banking option: 
 
A/C no. is 12 3025 0190983 00   
(ASB Bank) 
A/C Name: Gardner Road Kindergarten. 
 
Please include child’s initial and surname and their info-care account number (on invoice) as your  
references. 

FEES ARE DUE TO BE PAID BY: 
 Friday 11th December unless you are leaving during the term and then they are due by your child’s leaving 

date. 

We look forward to another exciting term with your children.  Any queries or  
concerns you have please talk to any of the staff members as we are here to help in any way we 

can.   
We thank you for your ongoing help and support.  

Regards, Gaylene, Zara, Kirsty, Tania, Susan, Kara, Penny & Karen. 
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IN CONCLUSION 
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Calendar and Topics 
 

Week No 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Monday’s date 12/10 19/10 26/10 02/11 09/11 16/11 

Visits, Trips 
Important 
Dates 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Mon 26 Oct 
Labour Day 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Letter for week  Rr Ss Tt Uu Vv 

Week No 7 8 9 10   

Monday’s Date 23/11 30/11 07/12 14/12   

Visits, Trips 
Important 
Dates 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Childrens 
Xmas  

Concert 
 

Wed 2 Dec 
@ 10am 

Childrens  
Xmas  
Parties 

 
Wed 9 Dec 

& 
Thr 10 Dec 

 
 

  

Letter for week Ww, Xx, Yy, 
Zz 
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       Programme topics for this term 
During the term, these are the topics we hope to          
cover: 
  Spring/Summer 
  Seeds, growth, planting 
  Chickens/Birds 
  Christmas celebrations 
  Sun safety 
  

Please remember to 
refer us to friends 

and family if they are 
looking for a  
Kindergarten   

Print this out and put it on your fridge or notice board 


