
From Gaylene Brownlie 
 
TENA KOUTOU 
 
Welcome back to you all and a very warm welcome to our new families.  We look forward to hearing all 
about your summer break.  After such a long break, it may take a while for your children to settle back in to 
the Kindergarten routines, but please be consistent and patient.  Chat to the teachers if you are worried 
about anything as we are here to support you. 
All our wonderful staff are back on board for 2021. 
 
Over the holidays we had new storage cupboards installed.  We are looking forward to filling these and 
clearing out our storage room so we can convert it into a staff room.  We received a Grant from Pub Charity 
for this.  Tim Haycock and James McQueen spent a weekend installing the shelving which was pre cut by 
The Cut Shop.  A huge thank you to Bex Moyle (Grants person on our Committee), Tim and James.  
We will also be having an Intercom Security System installed at our front door on Friday 5th February. This 
will only be used in an emergency due to Lockdown etc. This was provided by the Lions Foundation. Thanks 
again to Bex Moyle for another successful Grant application. 
 
FOOD AND EATING GUIDELINES 
 
As of the 25th January new food and eating guidelines and ECE regulations, created by the Ministry of 
Health and the Ministry of Education, came into effect. There are four key features which we need to follow.  
 
1.  Children are supervised and seated while eating. 
- As we follow these guidelines already there is no change for us.  
 
2. There is an adult present at all times (for every 25 children attending) that must hold a first aid 
qualification. 
 - As all our teachers are first aid trained there is no change here for us.  
 
3. Where food is provided by parents, we (Gardner Road Kindergarten) MUST promote best practice as set 
out in the Ministry of Health: Reducing food-related choking for babies and young children at early learning 
services and MUST provide to all parents a copy of this document.  
Please find attached this document (you will be asked to sign to acknowledge receipt of this document).  
You are encouraged to follow these guidelines when providing food for your child as we will not be policing 
your child’s lunchbox at Kindergarten. 
We have attached a breakdown of these foods. 
 
4. Where food is provided by the Kindergarten, we MUST follow the guidelines as laid out in Ministry of 
Health: Reducing food-related choking for babies and young children at early learning.  
  (Document attached.)  

-  When we (Gardner Road Kindergarten) are providing food within our curriculum practices (such as 
cooking, science experiments etc.) we MUST follow the guidelines within this document.  
-  When parents/caregivers are providing food for celebrations then you MUST follow these guidelines. 
If food is brought in to share that does not follow these guidelines, then we will be unable to share 
these with other children.  
We understand these guidelines may impact on what you wish to send for your child to eat in their 
lunch box and welcome any discussion or queries.     ...    

Term 1 2021 

PANUI 



Continued from Gaylene Brownlie 
 
COMMITTEE 2021 
 
If you are interested in joining our Committee for 2021 please let Gaylene Brownlie know.  There are a variety 
of roles available, big or small.  As a Community Kindergarten, our Committee is an integral part of our struc-
ture. The new Committee will be elected at our AGM later this month. If you would like more information 
please just ask.  It is a great way to meet new people and get involved in the Kindergarten.   
Thank you to Summer Haycock for continuing on in the Chairpersons role for 2021. 
 
A FEW REMINDERS 
 

> Please ensure your child brings a NAMED hat each day and that you apply sunscreen in the morning  

before Kindergarten. We do not provide sunscreen. 

> Don’t forget to pack a NAMED drink bottle filled with water only and spare clothes in case your child 

gets wet. 

> Send your child in suitable walking shoes as we hope to walk to Cornwall Park this term.       

> Keep your child home if they are unwell as we have zero tolerance for illness. 

> Please read the noticeboard and check your communication pocket regularly.  

 
We encourage parent interaction at all levels so please chat with us, email us, parent help or join our Com-
mittee – we are very keen to hear from you. 
 
We celebrate 50 years in the community this month and we will be celebrating  
in a number of ways.  We will keep you informed on promotions and events. 
 

Kawhāngaia, ka tupu, ka puāwai.   That what is nurtured blossoms and grows. 
 
 
 
 
FEE INCREASE FOR NON 2O HOURS & OVER 20 HOURS  
 
We have had an increase to our funding rates to help close the pay parity gap for teachers in early childhood 
and primary school teachers.  This was effective from 1 January 2021.  The new rates are listed on page 6 of 
this newsletter. 
 
As always the Government never tops up the non-subsidy rate to match the 20 hours rate and so therefore 
we have had to adjust our non-subsidy rate and for hours over 20 hours per week by .04c per hour. 
 
The new non-subsidy rate will increase this term from $8.10 per hour to $8.14 per hour.  The 20 hours subsidy 
rate of $3.10 per hour will remain the same and so sessions up to 3 days or 18 hours remain at $18.60 per  
session. 
 
This will only affect your billing if you are doing 4 or 5 sessions per week, or if you do not claim the 20 hour 
subsidy from us for some or all of your hours. 
 
The new weekly costs will be: 
 
4 days per week was $94.40  from 2021 $94.56 per week 
5 days per week was $143.00 from 2021 $143.40 per week 
 
Full sessions for children not claiming hours with us will be: 
 
was $8.10 x 6 hours $48.60  from 2021 $8.14 X 6 hours  $48.84  
 
Hours will continue to be pro-rata if you use some hours with us and some hours elsewhere charging $3.10 
for hours claimed with us and $8.14 for hours claimed elsewhere. 

Term 1 2021—Pg 2 



Important Information 
 
LETTER OF THE WEEK -  
We will resume this in Week 3, 15th February, with the letter Aa  
This is a four-year-old activity on Monday, Wednesday and Friday only. We would like to encourage each child 
to draw a picture of something beginning with the letter of the week.  Your child needs to name their picture, 
write the letter of the week, put it on the alphabet table at the beginning of the session and share it with their 
peers during mat time.  This encourages literacy skills, fine motor control and the confidence to stand up in 
front of their peers.  Due to time constraints, your child can only have one turn a week. 
 
DROP OFF/PICK UP TIMES 
Drop off time - Our session starts at 8.45am.  We would appreciate it if you are on time, quickly settle your 
child and leave. Not only does this help to free up parking but more importantly it helps the children settle into 
their Kindergarten day more quickly and ensures a quiet start to the day.   
Pick up time - Because the children are on the mat having a story at the end of the day, we ask that you only 
come in earlier than 2.45pm if you would like to take your child straight away.  Otherwise, please wait outside 
until the teacher opens the door at approximately 2.40pm.  If you do come in, please leave as quickly, quietly 
and promptly as possible. Hopefully this will mean there is as little disruption as possible at story time.   It is 
very difficult for the children to focus on the story and difficult for the teacher to sustain the children’s  
attention with so many interruptions. 
During a child’s ‘Graduation ceremony’, it is particularly disruptive, so please be patient if we ask you to wait.  
We really appreciate your cooperation with this. 
 
FRENCH LESSONS WITH ALEX 
We are so thrilled to welcome back Alex Sepschat to Kindergarten. Alex is Lucille’s Dad. He will once again, 
be taking a French lesson each Friday with our Big Peoples group starting on Friday 12th February. 
 
KINDERGARTEN WASHING 
We would really appreciate it if you could take a turn at least once a term to wash the bag of towels and tea 
towels that is left at the door each day. There is no hurry for these to be returned the next day.  Please wash 
them in a hot, separate wash.  Thank you. 
 
ME TREE 
We have moved our Me Tree because of our new storage cupboards.  The children’s photos will be back up in 
the next week or so.  If your child’s photo is not on there, please bring us a photograph of your child that we 
can cut up and add to our tree.  If you are unsure what our Me Tree is, just ask a teacher or come and have a 
look.  It is an important part of your child’s belonging at Kindergarten and used in their celebration when they 
turn five and graduate.  
 
SUNHATS 
Now that we are in the peak of summer, our sun safety policy in in full effect.  This means all children need to 
bring a hat each day.  We shade our outdoor area as best as possible with umbrellas and shade sails, but it 
still gets very hot outdoors . Please remind your children to bring a hat each day. We believe they need to take 
responsibility for this as it sets up good habits for the future.  After a couple of weeks - No hat no outside 
play. 
 
ENTRY/EXIT SAFETY 
We would like to stress the importance of taking care when you enter and exit the Kindergarten through our 
blue door.  Please ensure no children follow you out the door when you leave.  We will be stressing the  
importance of the children holding an adults hand when they leave as it is straight out into our carpark. We 
would appreciate your support with this, thank you. 
 
STORY PARK 
We love it when you engage with our posts on story park, please continue to  
comment and give us your feedback. 
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Some snip-its from our first days back at Kindergarten 

 
RESOURCES 
Your ‘junk’ is our treasure!  We need – bottle tops (metal & plastic), wrapping paper, lace, chocolate  

wrappers, ribbons, buttons, nails, dried and plastic flowers, small boxes, and natural resources.  We are also 
short on clean white card and coloured card.  If anybody has a source for this, please let us know. 
We need to restock our supply of natural resources so if you are at the beach or park we would love it if you 
collected shells, stones, feathers, driftwood, etc, - anything that we could use in our craft and science areas. 
 
Please note, we do not accept toilet rolls, tissue boxes, meat trays, medicine boxes, polystyrene 
and anything that has obvious residue such as milk powder or egg - this is due to the risk to 
children with allergies. 
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Important Dates 
 
TERM DATES for 2021     TERM DATES for 2022 
Term 1  Tue 2 Feb – Fri 16 Apr  
Term 2 Mon 3 May—Fri 9 Jul  
Term 3  Mon 26 Jul—Fri 1 Oct 
Term 4 Mon 18 Oct—Fri 17 Dec 
 

 Upcoming Events 
 
 Waitangi Day    Monday 8 February 
 Easter closure    Friday 2nd April, Monday 5th April, Tuesday 6th April 
 
Annual General Meeting   Tuesday 2nd March (tentative, TBC) 
 
Friday children & 4 Year olds 
The PumpHouse Theatre    Friday 16th April (waiting on confirmation of booking) 
      The Lion in the Meadow 
 
Child’s Voice 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 Olivia Popovic, Jack Norling,  
 Eliana Senn, Lily Purdon, Charlie Helleur, 
 Lenox Oller Langdale, Cooper Mowat,  
 Eloise Carruthers, Hudson Milne,  
 Jack Macalister, Lily Luan &  
 Safari Maskell. 

 
We wish these children all the best for their next step in their life journey.  We know they  will do 
very well at school.  Please see Ms Brownlie if you would like to have a parent discussion prior to 
your child leaving. 

 
 
 

“This is a surprise for Christmas.   
I can’t tell you what it is,  
but don’t ask if it’s a flower pot.”  

One of our Teachers observed a child when leaving discussing with his Mum the Christmas gift he had made 
at Kindergarten and was taking home to put under the tree for Mummy and Daddy: 

Isn’t that so delightful and was a great ending to a very busy day completing the  
flower pots with the children. 



 

Staff/Kaiako 
 
Your full time teachers are Gaylene Brownlie and Kirsty Fergus both working Monday to Friday. 
 
Zara Anderson  Mon, Tue, Wed & Fri.,  
Susan Piaggi  Tue, Wed, Thr & Fri 
Tania Wickens  Mon, Wed, Thr & Fri.  
Kara McNeil  Tue, Wed & Thr. 
Penny Gray   Monday 
 
 
 
 
 
There are five teachers working each day in order to maintain our ratio of at least 1 adult to 8 children. 
 
Gaylene is available in the office on Wednesdays if you would like to make an appointment to  
discuss a specific issue or to find out how your child is progressing.  
 
Karen Day is in the office Monday to Friday.  If you do not catch her then, please email her on  
gardner.rd.kindy@xtra.co.nz and she will respond as soon as she is able. 
 
Please feel free to talk to the staff at any time about any issues or concerns you may have or if you need  
information about anything, no matter how large or small.  We are here to help you and really value your 
feedback.  
 
FEES AND FUNDING RATES 
 
Our funding rate from the Ministry of Education is $13.01 per child per hour and $7.97 for non 20 hours  
children respectively. 
Our session charges are: 
$18.60 per session for 20 ECE or part thereof @ $3.10 per hour 
$48.84 per session for non 20 ECE or part thereof @ $8.14 per hour 
 
We welcome paying your term fees in instalments during the term and we prefer payment by the internet 
banking option: 
 
A/C no. is 12 3025 0190983 00   
(ASB Bank) 
A/C Name: Gardner Road Kindergarten. 
 
Please include child’s initial and surname and their info-care account number (on invoice) as your  
references. 

FEES ARE DUE TO BE PAID BY: 
 Friday 16th April unless you are leaving during the term and then they are due by your child’s leaving date. 

There are 11 weeks in Term 1 so you your billing will be a bit higher this term. 

We look forward to another exciting term with your children.  Any queries or  
concerns you have please talk to any of the staff members as we are here to help in any way we 

can.   
We thank you for your ongoing help and support.  

Regards, Gaylene, Zara, Kirsty, Tania, Susan, Kara, Penny & Karen. 
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Calendar and Topics 
 

Week No 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Monday’s date 1/02 8/02 15/02 22/02 01/03 08/03 

Visits, Trips 
Important 
Dates 
 
 
 
 

Mon 1 Feb 
Auckland 

Anniversary 
 

Tues 2 Feb 
1st day of 

Term  
 
 
 
 

Mon 8 Feb 
Waitangi 

Day  
Observed 
Closed 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Tue 2 Mar 
AGM 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Letter for week   Aa Bb Cc Dd 

Week No 7 8 9 10 11  

Monday’s Date 15/03 22/03 29/03 05/04 12/04  

Visits, Trips 
Important 
Dates 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Fri 2 Apr 
Good Friday 

Closed 

Mon 5 Apr 
Easter 
Monday 
Closed 

 
Tue 6 Apr 

Easter 
Tuesday 
Closed 

Fri 16 Apr 
4 Year olds 

Trip to 
Pumphouse 
Theatre 

 
 

Last day of 
Term 1 

 

Letter for week Ee Ff Gg Hh Ii  

Term 1 2021 

       Programme topics for this term 
During the term, these are the topics we hope to          
cover: 
  Summer 
  Beach 
  Sailing 
  Sea Creatures 
  Monarch Butterflies 
  Literacy & Numeracy 

Please remember to 
refer us to friends 

and family if they are 
looking for a  
Kindergarten   

Print this out and put it on your fridge or notice board 

We celebrate 50 years in the community this month and we will be celebrating  
in a number of ways.             We will keep you informed on promotions and events. 


