
From Gaylene Brownlie 
 
TENA KOUTOU 
 
I hope your break from Kindergarten was restful.  Mine definitely was. I love the quiet gentle start to my day 
during the holidays and have spent the two weeks pottering around home. Many people I know travelled to 
the South Island and explored the beautiful south, including several of the Kindergarten staff! 
 
It has been a really nice and settled start to the term.  We have several new children and families who we 
would like to welcome to our Kindergarten community.  We look forward to getting to know you all.  Please 
just ask if you are unsure of anything. 
 
Autumn has definitely arrived with a much cooler start to the day.  Please dress your children in layers as 
we will be spending as much time as possible outdoors and it can warm up considerably during the day.  It 
is now up to you whether your child needs a sunhat or not.  Our shade sails are still up but they will be 
removed soon for an annual clean and then stored for winter.  
 
Please remember to name all of your child’s items - including lunch boxes and drink bottles. If you do 
misplace something, our lost property baskets are by the entrance door. 
 
We are thrilled to welcome back Super Sports this term.  Dan and Alfie will be coming in every second 
Friday to take a ball skills session with all the children.  
 
Thank you to those of you who have Volunteered to be on our Kindergarten Committee.  Once again we have 
fantastic support from our parent community lead by Summer Haycock. They are busy planning some 
exciting events such as a Kindergarten Disco and our 50th Jubilee celebrations.  Exciting times! 
 
The Kindergarten is now a member of the Greenwoods Business Association.  We are thrilled to be able to 
support local businesses within our Community. 
 
We encourage parent interaction at all levels so please chat with us, email us, parent help or join our 
Committee – we are very keen to hear from you. 
 
Just a reminder that our session day ends at 2.45pm.  Some parents have been arriving later.  We 
understand that traffic can be a problem from time to time, so please call if you are running late, otherwise 
we expect to see you at 2.45pm.  This is much appreciated, thank you. 
  

Kawhāngaia, ka tupu, ka puāwai.  That what is nurtured blossoms and grows. 
 ...    
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PANUI 

Gardner Road Kindergarten sweatshirts  
celebrating 50 years 

Details on ordering coming soon... 



Important Information 
 
WINTER HEALTH 
Please keep your children at home if they are unwell,  We have zero tolerance for illness.  We appreciate a 
phone call or email letting us know if your child is not attending Kindergarten and the reason why, thank you. 
 
CLOTHING/SUNHATS 
Sunhats are optional during Terms 2 and 3.  We would recommend a warm hat for those colder mornings as 
we will be spending as much time outdoors as possible.  
Please dress you child in layers so that they can remove them as the day warms up. Our rules for shoes are 
shoes and socks either on or shoes AND socks off. Our floors are slippery so children must either have bare 
feet or their shoes on indoors. 
Our indoor temperature will be a minimum of 18 degrees. 
Please ensure your child is wearing suitable shoes for walking as we may go on impromptu walks to  
Cornwall Park to make the most of this beautiful weather! 
Please also ensure that your child has spare clothes in their bag and that they are named. 
 
SUPER SPORTS 
During Term Two we have Coach Dan and Alfie from Super Sports visiting. They will be coming in every sec-
ond Friday to take some sports sessions with all the children that attend a Friday session.  Each session in-
cludes their four key values - Coordination and sport technique, Listening and communication, Respect, fun 
and enjoyment.  Each session the coaches will use methods, equipment and coaching techniques that teach 

children these core values.  ‘Co-ordinating kids and developing well rounded individuals’ is their aim. 

 
FRENCH LESSONS WITH ALEX 

We are so thrilled to welcome back Alex Sepschat to Kindergarten. Alex is Lucille’s Dad. He will, once again, 

be taking a French lesson each Wednesday with our Big Peoples group. Unfortunately we can only do this on a 
Wednesday with a small group. 
 
DROP OFF/PICK UP TIMES 
Drop off time - Our session starts at 8.45am.  We would appreciate it if you are on time, quickly settle your 
child and leave. Not only does this help to free up parking but more importantly it helps the children settle into 
their Kindergarten day more quickly and ensures a quiet start to the day.   
Pick up time - Because the children are on the mat having a story at the end of the day, we ask that you only 
come in earlier than 2.45pm if you would like to take your child straight away.  Otherwise, please wait outside 
until the teacher opens the door at approximately 2.40pm.  If you do come in, please leave as quickly, quietly 
and promptly as possible. Hopefully this will mean there is as little disruption as possible at story time. It is 

very difficult for the children to focus on the story and difficult for the teacher to sustain the children’s  

attention with so many interruptions.   

During a child’s ‘Graduation’ ceremony it is particularly disruptive so please be patient if we ask you to wait. 

We really appreciate your cooperation with this. 
 
KINDERGARTEN WASHING 
We would really appreciate it if you could take a turn at least once a term to wash the bag of towels and tea 
towels that is left at the door each day. There is no hurry for these to be returned the next day.  Please wash 
them in a hot, separate wash.  Thank you. 
 
 
ENTRY/EXIT SAFETY 
We would like to stress the importance of taking care when you enter and exit the Kindergarten through our 
blue door.  Please ensure no children follow you out the door when you leave.  We will be stressing the  
importance of the children holding an adults hand when they leave as it is straight out into our carpark. We 
would appreciate your support with this, thank you. 
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Important Information 
 
PARENT HELPERS 

As a Community kindergarten, we really need and value your help during our session, even if it’s just for an 

hour. If you are able to help anytime between 9am – 12 please put your name up on our roster by the entrance 
door. Parent helping gives you a chance to see what happens at kindergarten but most importantly, you child 
loves having you here.  You are welcome to bring younger siblings also. 
 
KORERO/COMMUNICATION  
We communicate with you in a variety of ways  - email, noticeboards, communication pockets, Storypark,  

Facebook and Instagram.  We try to keep these all updated and current.  Don’t forget to check your  

communication pocket at Kindergarten regularly! 
 
RESOURCES 
Your ‘junk’ is our treasure!  We need – bottle tops (metal & plastic), wrapping paper, lace, chocolate  

wrappers, ribbons, buttons, nails, dried and plastic flowers, small boxes, and natural resources.  We are also 
short on clean white card and coloured card.  If anybody has a source for this, please let us know. 
We need to restock our supply of natural resources so if you are at the beach or park we would love it if you 
collected shells, stones, feathers, driftwood, etc, - anything that we could use in our craft and science areas. 
 
Please note, we DO NOT accept toilet rolls, tissue boxes, meat trays, medicine boxes, polysty-
rene and anything that has obvious residue such as milk powder or egg - this is 
due to the risk to children with allergies. 
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Some snip-its from last term  

A lovely day 
for a walk in 
the park 
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Pet Safari came 
to visit with 
weird and  
wonderful  
animals 

Fun times & 
friendships 

at Kindergarten  
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Important Dates 
 
TERM DATES for 2021     TERM DATES for 2022 
Term 2 Mon 3 May—Fri 9 Jul  
Term 3  Mon 26 Jul—Fri 1 Oct 
Term 4 Mon 18 Oct—Fri 17 Dec 
 

 Upcoming Events 
 
 Queens Birthday Holiday    Monday 7 June 
  
Fotoman Individual, Class & Family Photos Thursday 17th, Friday 18th & Saturday 19th June 
 
Kindergarten Disco     Friday 2nd July 
 

 
Child’s Voice/Art 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Olive Simmons, Harriet Scarlett,  
 Leonie Ferrao, Christopher Pike,  
 Lenox Oller Langdale, Ariya Shaw & 
 Henry Spargo. 
  
 
 
 

We wish these children all the best for their next step in their life journey.  We know they  will do 
very well at school.  Please see Ms Brownlie if you would like to have a parent discussion prior to 
your child leaving. 

 



 

Staff/Kaiako 
 
Your full time teachers are Gaylene Brownlie and Kirsty Fergus both working Monday to Friday. 
 
Zara Anderson  Mon, Tue, Wed & Fri.,  
Susan Piaggi  Tue, Wed, Thr & Fri 
Tania Wickens  Mon, Wed, Thr & Fri.  
Kara McNeil  Tue, Wed & Thr. 
Penny Gray   Monday 
 
 
 
 
 
There are five teachers working each day in order to maintain our ratio of at least 1 adult to 8 children. 
 
Gaylene is available in the office on Wednesdays if you would like to make an appointment to  
discuss a specific issue or to find out how your child is progressing.  
 
Karen Day is in the office Monday to Friday.  If you do not catch her then, please email her on  
gardner.rd.kindy@xtra.co.nz and she will respond as soon as she is able. 
 
Please feel free to talk to the staff at any time about any issues or concerns you may have or if you need  
information about anything, no matter how large or small.  We are here to help you and really value your 
feedback.  
 
FEES AND FUNDING RATES 
 
Our funding rate from the Ministry of Education is $13.01 per child per hour and $7.97 for non 20 hours  
children respectively. 
Our session charges are: 
$18.60 per session for 20 ECE or part thereof @ $3.10 per hour 
$48.84 per session for non 20 ECE or part thereof @ $8.14 per hour 
 
We welcome paying your term fees in instalments during the term and we prefer payment by the internet 
banking option: 
 
A/C no. is 12 3025 0190983 00   
(ASB Bank) 
A/C Name: Gardner Road Kindergarten. 
 
Please include child’s initial and surname and their info-care account number (on invoice) as your  
references. 

FEES ARE DUE TO BE PAID BY: 
 Friday 9th July unless you are leaving during the term and then they are due by your child’s leaving date. 

There are 10 weeks in Term 2. 

We look forward to another exciting term with your children.  Any queries or  
concerns you have please talk to any of the staff members as we are here to help in any way we 

can.   
We thank you for your ongoing help and support.  

Regards, Gaylene, Zara, Kirsty, Tania, Susan, Kara, Penny & Karen. 
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IN CONCLUSION 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

mailto:gardner.rd.kindy@xtra.co.nz


Calendar and Topics 
 

Week No 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Monday’s date 03/05 10/05 17/05 24/05 30/05 07/06 

Visits, Trips 
Important 
Dates 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mon 7 
Jun 

Queens 
Birthday 
Holiday 

 
 
 
 

Letter for week       

Week No 7 8 9 10   

Monday’s Date 14/06 21/06 28/06 05/07   

Visits, Trips 
Important 
Dates 

Fotoman 
Individual  
& Class 

Thurs 17th 
Friday 18th 

 
Family 

Sat 19th 
 

 Kindy 
Disco 

 
Fri 2 July 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Fri 9th 
Last day 
of Term 2 

 
 
 
 

 

Letter for week       

Term 2 2021 

       Programme topics for this term 
During the term, these are the topics we hope to          
cover: 
  Monarch Caterpillars/butterflies 
  Autumn/Winter 
  Our Mums 
  Ourselves 
   Matariki 
   Health & Wellbeing 

Please remember to 
refer us to friends 

and family if they are 
looking for a  
Kindergarten   

Print this out and put it on your fridge or notice board 

We celebrate 50 years in the community this yearand we will be celebrating  
in a number of ways.             We will keep you informed on promotions and events. 



Our new children  
are settling into  

Kindergarten 


